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Trick or TREAT 


oar 


Uhanmered the front door of a house on my biock and in my best goblin 
volce yelled “Trek or treat." Suddenly the door flew open and on 
apperent madman war waving @ rifle in my face, sereaning he was going 
to shoot me fer trespating, Too frightened fo run, | burs inte teats. The 
‘adnan looked started. He stopped screaming and showed me that the 
tifle wos empty. This was all ust his litle joke to scare trick-or-treater, 
He coed his wife, Lorge quantities of candy and apologies were heaped 
upon me. | walked onay from their porch with deying ees and sich in 
goodies, But my knees shook lor the rest of the aight. 

Halloween. Hormless enough, yet under the giggly thrill of 
pretend scares, it seems also to have the sinister potential to somehow 
turn real, to somehow push us onto @ rollercocster ride of feors and 
motions we aren't prepared to face but suddenly have to. A queasy 
‘experience for me as 0 seven-year-old, but ane loaded with possibilities 
whee you apply it to an already dark end complex character like the 
Botman. Three of the best such applications ave collected in thie 
volune. They are written by Jeph Loct and illustrated by Tim Sale, 

The stories spin out of o Batman title | edit, LEGENDS OF THE 
DARK KNIGHT, The first story in this collection, "Fears," was going to 
be o three-isiue are in that title. Somewhere alang the line, Jeph 
suggested that, given the subject matter, maybe it could be a Batman 
Halloween Special instead. Like most great ideas, it seemed simple, 
obvious, and natural, Amazingly, given Batman's “ereature of the sight" 
persena, noone in recent memory had tied anything quite lke it. Best ofall, 


the materiel ves more than strong enough to support the special format 


Set in the early years of Batman's caress, LEGENDS OF THE 
DARK KNIGHT story arcs function like sel-contained novels ar novelettes 
without the ongoing continuity essociated with most comics today 

To ovoid seeming like mechanical set pieces, they hove to have unique 
style, point of view and emotional depth, revealing new expects ef the 
Dark Kright, his friends, is foes, his city. It's challenge not everyone 
con rise to, but one Jeph and Tim obviously thrive on. 

Working together seems to bring out the best in them. Working 
tagether on Botnan seems to bring out even better than thet, They 
Immerse themselves totelly in the materia, bringing to It not only their 
love of the character, bet of comics and movies and gente fiction in 
general. They warty aver everything from the change of # word to the 
choice of a colar. They lobby long and hard to make sure anything not 
done by themselves is done by the best in the field, such as letterer 
‘Todd Klsin and colorist Gregory Wright, Obsessive? Sure, but alin 
service of the story they're telling. And, as you'll see when you read 
this collection, there's c trick te doing 0 great Batman Halloween story. 
The trick is that it has to be a great Botman story first, The treat is 
‘that Joph and Tim have mastered the trick 

The frst LEGENDS OF THE DARK KNIGHT HALLOWEEN 
SPECIAL sold out within weeks of its first appearance, That was going 
to be it A ano.time thing. Than Jeph and Tim hed come thoughts about 
Alice in Wonderland that grew into “Madness.” And that was goitg te 
be it, except thot they had another thought about Charles Dickens and 
suddenly there was "Ghests.” From one story somehow a tradition 
evalved. Is the tedition aver? Well, it wes going to be with this 
collecticn, Except Jeph and Tim had this dea not tor just @ special, 
but @ special series involving a year in Batman's lie, a year that covers 
thirteen months. It's called THE LONG HALLOWEEN. They're already 
under way with it. As an editor, I'm excited, but..the seven-year-old in 


me finds his knees begin to shake. 
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